Attorney's Docket No. K&A 00-0072 
Client's Docket No. MDI799 



CLAIMS 



We claim: 



1. A separable container apparatus comprising: 
containers eacK having an open top, a bottom wall, and a 
peripheral side wall assembly securely attached to and extending 
upwardly from said botrom wall, said containers being detachably 
connected to one anotherNto essentially form a single structure 
having a plurality of storage compartments; and 

lids being removably attached to any combination of attached 
said containers. 



2. A separable container apparatus as described in claim 1, 
wherein said periplieLal side wall assembly of each said container 
includes a first side/Walll, a second side wall, and a third side wall, 



each of said first ar 
bottom edge. 



id side walls having a top edge and a 



3. A separable container apparatus as described in claim 2, 
wherein said first and seconds side walls of one of said containers 
are detachably attached to said^first and second side walls of the 
others of said containers. 

4. A separable container apparatus as described in claim 3, 
wherein said first sdde wall of one said container is detachably 
attached to said second side wall of another said container. 



5. A separable container apparatus as described in claim 4, 
wherein each of said containers includes an elongate first flange 
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4, 



member securely attached to an exterior of said first side wall and 
extending aloiW a length of said top edge thereof, and also includes 
a first recessed portion disposed in said first side wall and 
extending along a length of said bottom edge thereof, and further 
includes a first slot ciisposed in said first recessed portion and 
extending the length oV said bottom edge. 



i. 



A separable container apparatus as described in claim- 
wherein each said elongate first flange member includes a first 
portion extending outwardly generally perpendicular of a respective 
said first side wall, and also includes a second portion being 
integrally attached to said first portion and being angled relative to 
said first portion and being disposed downwardly. 



7. A separable container apparatus as described in claim 6, 
wherein each oi^said containers further includes a second slot 
disposed in an exterior of said second wall and extending along a 
length of said top etige thereof and being adapted to receive said 
irst flange member osf another said container, and also includes an 
elongate second flangeViember being securely attached to an 
exterior of said second srde wall and extending outwardly and along 
a length of said bottom edg\ thereof and being adapted to be 
received in said first recesseo\portion and said first slot of another 
said container. 



j{ /{f. A separable container apparatus as described in claim ^ 
wherein each of said second slots is essentially angled and has a 
first portion which extends into said second wall and also has a 
second portion which is angled relative to said first portion and 
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which is continuous of said first portion and which is disposed 
downwardly. J 

/, . . 4/ 

p. A separable container apparatus as described in claim^f, . 
wherein each said second flange member includes a first portion 
extending outwardly generally perpendicular of a respective said 
second side wall, and also includes a second portion being 
integrally attached to said first portion and being angled relative to 
said first portion and being disposed upwardly. 



10. A separable container apparatus as described in claim 9, 
wherein said lias include a first lid which is adapted to detachably 
fastened to all ot said containers being attached to one another, and 
also includes a sAcond lid which is adapted to detachably fasten to 
two of said containers being attached to one another, and further 
includes a third lid\vhich is adapted to detachably fasten to one of 
said containers. 

11. A separable container apparatus as described in claim 10, 
wherein said containers \xt detachably attached to one another to 
essentially form a cylindrical structure having said multiple 
compartments therein with said first lid being circular shaped and 
fastenable about top edges oV said third side walls to close upon 
said open tops of said containers. 

12. A separable containeAapparatus as described in claim 11, 
wherein each of said containers essentially represents 1/3 of said 
cylindrical structure. 



t 



13\ A separable container apparatus as described in claim 12, 
wherein two of said containers are detachably attached to one 
another to essentially form 2/3 of said cylindrical structure with 
said second md having a plurality of edges and being adapted to 
fasten about said top edges of said third side walls of the two of 
said containers\and about said top edge of said first side wall of 
one of said containers and about said top edge of said second side 
wall of the other ©f said containers, said edges of said second lid 
including a curved\first edge, a straight second edge, and a straight 
third edge which is angled more than 90 degrees and less than 180 
degrees relative to saVd second edge thereof. 



in 



14. A separable container apparatus as described in claim 13, 
wherein said third lid hasy a plurality of edges and is adapted to 
fasten about said top edgek of said first, second, and third side 
walls of one of said containers, said edges of said third lid 
including a curved first edgeAa straight second edge, and a straight 
third edge which is angled more than 180 degrees and less than 270 
degrees relative to said second Adge thereof. 



15. A separable container apparatus as described in claim 14, 
wherein said third side walls are essentially curved, and said first 
and second side walls are essentially alanar. 



16. A separable ctfintaijner apparatus comprisinj 
containers eaqh having an open top, a boXp&m wall, and a 
peripheral side wall as^ij^Diy securely at>ar€ned to and extending 
upwardly from said boti\om wal/1, sardcontainers being detachably 
connected to one anotVeV\ ro-^Vsentially form a single structure 
having a plurality of sjtJp?fege compartments, said peripheral side 



wa'M assembly of each said container including a fyrst side wall, a 
second side wall, and a third side wall, each of/said first and 
second side walls having a top edge and a boitom edge, said first 
and second side walls of one of said containers being detachably 
attached to said first and second side v^alls of the others of said 
containers, said first side wall of one/said container being 
detachably attached to said second>side wall of another said 
container, each of said container/ including an elongate first flange 
member securely attached/to laiy exterior of said first side wall and 
extending along a lengtl/ofMid top edge thereof, and also 



including a first reces 
and extending along a 
further including a fi 
and extending the le 
first flange membej/inv 



le 



ted 



on disposed in said first side wall 

said bottom edge thereof, and 
sposed in said first recessed portion 
f said bottom edge, each said elongate 
luding a first portion extending outwardly 



generally perpend/cular of a respective said first side wall, and also 
including a second portion being integrally attached to said first 
portion and be/ng angled relative to said first portion and being 
disposed downwardly, each of said containers further including a 
second slot/disposed in an exterior of said second wall and 
extending/along a length of said top edge thereof and being adapted 
to receive said first flange member of another said container, and 
also including an elongate second flange member being securely 
attached to an exterior of said second side wall and extending 
outwardly and along a length of said bottom edge thereof and being 
adapted to be received in said first recessed portion and said first 
slo/ of another said container, each of said second slots being 
essentially angled and having a first portion which extends into 
sAid second wall and also having a second portion which is angled 
relative to said first po rtion and which is con tinuous "f said fi^ 
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poTtibn~ancl whichTis disposed downwardly, each said second flange 
member including a first portion extending outwardly severally 
perpendicular of a respective said second side wall, tfnd also 
including a second portion being integrally attached to said first 
portion and being angled relative to said first portion and being 
disposed upwardly; and 

lids being removably attached to any Combination of attached 
said containers; said lids including a firs/ lid which is adapted to 
detachably fastened to all of said conta/ners being attached to one 
another, and also including a second pd which is adapted to 
detachably fasten to two of said containers being attached to one 
another, and further includin^aNttrird lid which is adapted to 
detachably fasten to one oy saidicontainers, said containers being 
detachably attached to oW arL^ore^: to essentially form a cylindrical 
structure having said muiyiph>^5mp)artments therein with said first 
lid being circular shaped ami fast^nable about top edges of said 
third side walls to close ujnorfsaid open tops of said containers, 
each of said containers essentially representing 1/3 of said 
cylindrical structure, t^o of said containers being detachably 
attached to one anotherr to essentially form 2/3 of said cylindrical 
structure with said second lid having a plurality of edges and being 
adapted to fasten alSout said top edges of said third side walls of 
the two of said containers and about said top edge of said first side 
wall of one of s grid containers and about said top edge of said 
second side wa(l of the other of said containers, said edges of said 
second lid including a curved first edge, a straight second edge, and 
a straight tmrd edge which is angled more than 90 degrees and less 
than 180 d/egrees relative to said second edge thereof, said third lid 
having a/plurality of edges and being adapted to fasten about said 

top edgyes of said first, sernndanH fhirrl side walls of one of said 
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ccf^talnersT^saTd^edges ot said third lid including^ curved first 
edge, a straight second edge, and a straight third edge which is 

is than 270 degrees relative to 



angled more than 180 degree'sflnd 
said second edge thereof,\s,ai 
curved, and said first aiutase.£(y 



rd side walls being essentially 
side walls being essentially 



planar, said lids^fiy*ner giving lips extending outwardly from one 
or more of saj^edges for opening and removing said lids from_said 



containej 
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